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What you need to know about Junior Achievement programs
2015-2016


What is JA? Junior Achievement is the world’s fastest growing financial education organization, providing programs to students in Grades K-12 in every state and more than 100 foreign countries.

What does JA teach? The JA curriculum prepares students to be successful and learn 21st century skills. JA educates students on personal finance, entrepreneurism, and workforce readiness. There are more than 20 programs for elementary, middle and high school students.

How does JA teach it?  The JA curriculum is delivered by volunteers recruited from local businesses and the community, in partnership with classroom teachers. The curriculum consists of hands-on activities that allow the students to learn by doing. Most programs are offered during the school day as part of regular classes. Other JA programs are offered in after-school settings.

Correlations: The JA curriculum correlates to Connecticut state standards for: Mathematics, Language Arts, Social Studies, Business and Finance Technology Education, Marketing Education, Family and Consumer Sciences Education and Cooperative Work Education.

How long does it last: JA programs generally consist of five classroom periods for elementary school programs, six for middle school programs and seven for high school programs. Traditionally, JA volunteers visit the class once a week. Some elementary and middle schools opt to provide their students with the entire five-session curriculum in one-day,

How does JA train its volunteers: JA staff trains all volunteers before they go into a classroom and provides each volunteer with a comprehensive guide for each program that includes detailed lesson plans, scripts and helpful tips on teaching techniques. Each participating teacher also receives a copy of the guide.

Cost to schools: It’s free.






What you need to know about the JA of Southwest New England organization

Footprint: JA of Southwest New England serves students in seven Connecticut counties – all but Fairfield County.

Number of students served: Last year, JA of Southwest New England served nearly 35,000 students, including about 6,000 in Hartford and 2,500 in New Haven.

Number of volunteers:  Nearly 2,500 business and community representatives served as volunteers.

Board of Directors: The JA of Southwest New England Board of Directors has 54 members and includes educators and leaders from business, government and the community. Christine Bromberg, Partner at Robinson & Cole, serves as chairwoman.  The organization also has a 20-member Board of Directors for the New Haven area. Ed Bradstreet, President at Bohan & Bradstreet, serves as chairman.

Budget: Budget for the 2015-16 school year is about $2.1 million.

Contributed income: About 48% of the contributed income in the past year came from corporations.  Most of the additional contributions came from individuals and private foundations (22%) 

Special Events: JA of Southwest New England raises funding through the JA Classic golf tournament in June, the JA Business Hall of Fame in Hartford in March, the JA Business Hall of Fame in New Haven in April, the JA Partners in Achievement breakfast in New Haven in November, the JA Partners in Achievement breakfast in Hartford in May, and “Bowl-A-Thon” events throughout the year. Last year, events accounted for about 30 percent of the organization’s revenues.

Staff:  JA of Southwest New England has sixteen full-time staff members. Louis J. Golden is president and chief executive officer.

Offices: JA of Southwest New England’s main office is in Hartford. The organization also has a satellite office in New Haven.
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