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What is JA? JA is a non-profit that partners business professionals and community members with schools to provide educational programs centered around financial literacy, workforce readiness and entrepreneurship. Programs are available to students in Kindergarten through Grade 12.
Why volunteer for JA? Now more than ever young people need help understanding how to make their way in the world. Studies show they are confused about managing money, unclear about what it means to succeed in the world of work and unaware of the entrepreneurial opportunities our economic system offers them. By volunteering you not only provide them with JA curriculum that instill these lessons, you also share your personal real life experience. You show them firsthand what it is to be successful and how to get there.
How does JA teach it’s curriculum?  Volunteers from local businesses and the community deliver JA’s curriculum. The curriculum consists of hands-on activities that allow the students to learn by doing. Most programs are offered during the school day as part of regular classes. Other JA programs are offered in after-school settings.

How do JA programs correlate to CT state standards? The JA curriculum correlates to Connecticut State Standards for: Mathematics, Language Arts, Social Studies, Business and Finance Technology Education, Marketing Education, Family and Consumer Sciences Education and Cooperative Work Education.

How do you know JA programs work?  Since 1993, JA has used independent, third party evaluators to gauge student impact.  Findings prove to have a positive impact in many critical areas.
What is the time commitment?  JA programs are generally conducted two ways:
· Traditional Method – Consists of five to twelve classroom visits, number of visits depend on the grade level. The volunteer and the classroom teacher work together to schedule the visits. Each visit last from 45 minutes to 1 hour. Schedules are based on the flexibility and availability of the teacher and the volunteer.
· JA in a Day – A high impact way to deliver JA’s lessons for a particular grade level all in one day. A typical JA in a Day runs from 9am to 2pm.

How does JA train its volunteers? JA trains all volunteers before they go into a classroom and provides each volunteer with a kit of curriculum materials and a comprehensive guide for each program that includes detailed lesson plans, scripts and helpful tips on teaching techniques. Trainings take an average of 45 minutes.
What does it cost schools? Nothing!  

Interested? Please contact Josh Kelly, an Education Manager, at jkelly@jaconn.org or (203) 776-0388
